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Chapter 1:		

Initial Identification of English Learners

	Initial identification of potential English Learners begins when a parent or guardian initiates the enrollment process at our District Registration Center.  A key component of the enrollment process is completing the Home Language Survey (HLS). The HLS is a questionnaire answered by the parent or guardian which is used to determine the child’s primary language.

Home Language Survey

	Completion of the Home Language Survey (HLS) is mandated by state and federal laws to determine which children must be assessed to establish their level of English language proficiency (CA Education Code, Sect. 52164.1(a)). The purpose of the HLS is to ensure that the child receives appropriately designed instruction, which meets their right to an equitable education. 

The HLS consists of the following four questions:
1. What language did the student learn when he or she first began to talk?
2. What language does this student most frequently use at home?
3. What language do you use most frequently to speak to this student?
4. Which language is most often used by the adults at home?

If a language other than English is indicated in response to questions 1-3 on the Home Language Survey the child is required to take an initial language assessment at their school site using the initial English Language Assessments of California (ELPAC). The student’s English proficiency is assessed in listening, speaking, reading and writing. The initial ELPAC must be administered within 30 days of initial enrollment and parent will be notified by mail the results and the placement of the child.

If the parent/guardian’s response to the first three questions on the HLS is English and the response to the fourth question is other than English, then there is a reasonable doubt that the student’s home language may not be English. The LAC staff will research the student’s home language background using the following indicators as well as information given by the student’s parent/guardian. 

· The parent/guardian requires an interpreter to communicate in English.
· The parent/guardian speaks to their child in a language other than English.
· The HLS is completed in a language other than English.
· The student initiates interaction with his or her parents in a language other than English. 
· The student after having been enrolled in the Mainstream English Program designed for students with fluent English proficiency demonstrates a lack of comprehension regarding instruction and classroom/school routines conducted in English. 


If there is evidence that a child’s primary language is not English the parent will be notified by mail that the student will be administered the initial ELPAC. Parents will also the results and the placement of the child by mail. LAC staff or the site administrator or designee will annotate the HLS to indicate why the initial ELPAC was administered. 

The parent/guardian has the right to amend the HLS only once prior to the administration of the ELPAC Summative Assessment. If this is done, the site designee over EL Programs should continue to monitor the child to ensure that language services are not needed. Once there is no doubt that the child is in fact proficient in English the LAC staff will initiate the Language Classification Correction process. 

A home language determination is only made once. This information is recorded in the California Longitudinal Pupil Achievement Data System (CALPADS). Any home language survey filled out after the very first one is not applicable. Parents will receive an explanation of the program in which the child has been enrolled. This takes place through a presentation at the school site for initially identified English Learners and through the initial parent/guardian notification letter. 

District Monitoring Process for Initial Identification

RUSD has established a system of monitoring the entire initial identification of potential English Learners through the Language Assistance Center (LAC).  The LAC was established to bring uniformity and to standardize the initial assessment process.  The LAC employs a Language Assessment Specialist as well as a Special Services Assistant who speak English and Spanish and complete initial Language testing for all incoming potential English Learners.  The LAC processes all necessary paperwork and monitors all incoming student registrations through the student information system.  It is the responsibility of the LAC with support from school site personnel to assess each new RUSD student whose HLS indicates an initial assessment is needed and to input results in the student information system.  Original documents are kept at the school site in the student’s cumulative folder.

Initial English Language Proficiency Assessment

State Law (Education Code Sections 313, 60810, and 60812) requires that school districts give students whose home language is not English a state test to identify English Learners in kindergarten through grade twelve.  The Initial ELPAC is used as the primary indicator of English proficiency.

Based on initial ELPAC test results, students receive a language classification that is considered for placement and instruction, the student shall be classified as initial fluent English proficient (IFEP), or as an English Learner (EL). The three initial ELPAC proficiency levels are Novice, Intermediate or Initial Fluent English Proficient. 

a. Students will receive an overall score identifying their English Proficiency level as Novice, Intermediate or Fluent according to the State ELD Standards.

Language Assessment Center staff will score the Initial ELPAC tests for initial identification at the LAC using the Local Scoring Tool (LST) and will lock the score on TOMS.


Parent Notification of Initial Assessment and Program Placement

The student’s parent/guardian is informed in writing of the ELPAC initial assessment results within 30 calendar days after the administration and scoring of the assessment. This written notice indicates whether the student met the ELPAC initial assessment criteria for initial fluent English proficiency (IFEP), or if the student has been classified as an English Learner (EL). This notice also includes the district’s contact information if the parent/guardian has questions or concerns regarding their child’s classification. The parent/guardian is also informed about recommended class placement of their child and is given a full description of Structured English Immersion (SEI) and Dual Language Immersion (DLI) programs.  Parents are informed that participation in the recommended program is voluntary.  The procedure for filing an Opt Out Request is explained in the description of the program.  When parents request an Opt Out Request, they will meet with a site administrator to review their child’s academic progress. Parents will be given the opportunity to refuse the placement of their child in a Structured English Immersion Program or to refuse other English Learner Program services at any time during the school year.

If a parent/guardian decides to opt his or her child out of the an approved EL Program, the student still retains his or her status as an EL and continues to receive designated and integrated ELD. ELs that are opted out of an approved Master Plan Program will be assessed yearly with the ELPAC until they reclassify. If an EL who has been placed in a mainstream class is struggling, the site administrator should take appropriate steps to assist the student. These steps may include but are not limited to:

· Further assessing the student’s English Language Proficiency
· Notifying the student’s parent/guardian about his or her child’s lack of progress
· Encouraging the parent/guardian to opt the child into an appropriate EL Program
· Providing supports for the student’s language acquisition, such as offering professional development in Integrated ELD to the student’s core curriculum.

The Summative ELPAC shall be administered to each English Learner within a four-month testing window as determined by the California Department of Education. Parents will be given annual written notification in their primary language, of the results.

Documentation of Initial Assessment Results

Copies are kept on file as part of the student’s cumulative record at the school site, and results are entered into RUSD’s Student Information System. 











Language Acquisition Program
Whenever parents/guardians of enrolled students, and those enrolled for attendance in the next school year, request that the district establish a specific language acquisition program in accordance with Education Code 310, such requests shall be addressed through the following process: (5 CCR 11311)

I. 	The school shall make a written record of each request, including any request submitted verbally, that includes the date of the request, the names of the parent/guardian and student making the request, a general description of the request, and the student's grade level on the date of the request. As needed, the school shall assist the parent/guardian in clarifying the request. All requests shall be maintained for at least three years from the date of the request. Requests shall be forwarded to the Language Assessment Center where they will be tracked district-wide.

2. The school shall monitor requests on a regular basis and notify the Superintendent or designee when the parents/guardians of at least 30 students enrolled in the school, or at least 20 students in the same grade level, request the same or a substantially similar type of language acquisition program. If the requests are for a multilingual program model, the district shall consider requests from parents/guardians of students enrolled in the school who are native English speakers in determining whether this threshold is reached. 

3. If the number of parents/guardians  described in  item #2 is  attained, the Superintendent or designee shall:

a. Within 10 days of reaching the threshold, notify the parents/guardians of students attending the school, the school's teachers, administrators, and the district's English learner parent advisory committee and parent advisory committee, in writing, of the requests for a language acquisition program

b. Identify costs and resources necessary to implement any new language acquisition program, including, but not limited to, certificated teachers with the appropriate authorizations, necessary instructional materials, pertinent professional development for the proposed program, and opportunities for parent/guardian and community engagement to support the proposed program goals

c. Within 60 calendar days of reaching the threshold number of parents/guardians described in item #2 above, determine whether it is possible to implement the requested language acquisition program and provide written notice of the determination to parents/guardians of students attending the school, the school's teachers, and administrators

d. If a determination is made to implement the language acquisition program, create and publish a reasonable timeline of actions necessary to implement the program. If a determination is made that it is not possible to implement the program, provide a written explanation of the reason(s) the program cannot be provided.

The district shall notify parents/guardians at the beginning of each school year or upon the student's enrollment regarding the process to request a language acquisition program, including a dual-language immersion program, for their child. The notice shall also include the following:  (5 CCR 11309, 11310)

1. A description of the programs provided, including structured English immersion

2. Identification of any language to be taught in addition to English when the program includes instruction in a language other than English

3. The manner in which the program is designed using evidence-based research and includes both designated and integrated English language development

4. The manner in which the district has allocated sufficient resources to effectively implement the program,  including, but not limited to, certificated teachers with the appropriate authorizations, necessary instructional materials, pertinent professional development, and opportunities for parent/guardian and community engagement to support  the program goals

5. The manner in which the program will, within a reasonable period of time, lead to language proficiency and achievement of the state-adopted content  standards  in English and, when the program includes instruction in another language, in that other language

6. The process to request establishment of a language acquisition program not offered at the school

7. For any dual-language immersion program offered, the specific languages to be taught. The notice also may include the program goals, methodology used, and evidence of the proposed program’s effectiveness.


Initial Instructional Program Placement

Elementary (K-5)

· English Learners are placed in a Structured English Immersion (SEI) program or a Dual Language Immersion Program taught by a teacher with an appropriate language authorization.

Secondary (6 – 12)

· English Learners at the ELPAC Novice and Intermediate levels will be assigned to English Language Development (ELD) and Specially Designed Academic Instruction in English (SDAIE) for content classes taught by a teacher with a language authorization.


Instructional Program Description

RUSD provides program options and services to all English Learners, including English Learners with disabilities.  RUSD uses a number of program models to serve students who are English Learners. Factors considered for program placement of English Learners include: English language fluency, years of schooling, prior program placements, primary language proficiency, documented special educational needs and other factors. English language fluency is a critical factor in determining program placement of English Learners. 

Structured English Immersion (SEI) for Newcomers–

The Structured English Immersion Program (SEI) for Newcomers is designed for English Learners at the Novice or Intermediate level on the ELPAC.  English Learners in his program will receive instruction through an English language acquisition process for students in which nearly all classroom instruction is in English, but with a curriculum and presentation designed for students who have not reached the moderately developed (3) proficiency level on the ELPAC. Lessons are designed to lead students to English oral proficiency as quickly and efficiently as possible. Support in the acquisition of reading and writing skills are given through the use of core and supplemental materials based on the identified needs of targeted students. English Learners will be homogenously grouped based on their English language proficiency for ELD and be placed in clusters within classrooms. Teachers will use the student’s primary language as needed to motivate, clarify, direct, support, and explain.  The goal of this program is for English Learners to acquire and demonstrate fluency in English. RUSD is using a simultaneous approach so that ELs learn English and keep academically on grade level in the content areas.  English Language Development and Specially Designed Academic Instruction in English are both to be used to meet the requirements of the Structured English Immersion program. 

The student must receive RUSD-adopted SEI program during the regular school day, and evidence that the student is making progress toward the acquisition of English must be documented.  

SEI for English Learners in the program more than four years - 

The student is instructed in English only within this program.  The student will receive ELD from the classroom teacher or at the secondary receive designated ELD through their English class.  Teachers of ELs are responsible for providing ELD instruction that continues the students’ English Language Development, prepares them for reclassification, and recoups any academic deficits which may have been incurred as a result of language barriers. 

In RUSD continuing English Learners at the moderately developed (3) and fully developed (4) levels will be placed in a SEI program in which the students are either native English language speakers or have acquired English at ELPAC levels 3 or 4. These English Learners will receive appropriate core content instruction utilizing the state adopted texts with specific resources for English Learners. English Language Development standards are the foundation for ELD lessons and integrated ELD within the content areas. English Language Development (ELD) will continue to be provided daily until these English Learners are reclassified.  

Students will be provided with additional and/or appropriate services as needed.  Primary language support must be made available to all English Learners whenever necessary to explain concepts, regardless of program option placement.

Dual Language Immersion (DLI)

Dual Language Immersion is also referred to as Two-Way Immersion. DLI is a language acquisition program that provides language learning and academic instruction for native speakers of English and native speakers of Spanish, with the goals of high academic achievement, first and second language proficiency, and cross cultural understanding. This program begins in kindergarten and continues to twelfth grade. All entering kindergarten students within the Rialto Unified School district are eligible to request this program. 

Special Education

English Learners may be referred for evaluation for special education and/or related services at any time.  The Student Study Team (SST) will take into account an English Learner’s educational needs based on language proficiency and document the results for consideration.  District staff will consider the student’s proficiency in his/her primary language and in English prior to recommending whether the evaluation will be conducted in the student’s primary language, English, or a combination of both, in order to obtain valid evaluation information.  The evaluator will utilize this information and any recommendation(s), and exercise professional judgment in determining the language(s) of evaluation. English Learners who are being considered for Special Education and or related services will be evaluated by qualified personnel (including psychologists, special education teachers, and speech and language specialists) who are competent in both the oral and written skills of the student’s primary language.

English Learners who are placed in Special Education on an active Individualized Education Plan (IEP) will receive services through the following:

· English Language Development instruction.
· Specific linguistically appropriate goals and objectives as prescribed by the IEP.
· Annual individualized monitoring of students’ achievement and progress by General and Special Education staff.
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